SCIENCE AND THE FUTURE

A   PUPIL   AT  THE   RADAR   RESEARCH   CENTRE

Keystone.

At the headquarters of Britain's Science Brains Trust research goes on continuously into the
further possibilities of Radar.   For that research work it is necessary to train men in the use of
different instruments, and here we see an instructor explaining the working of an Air Interception
Trainer Panel to a newcomer.

WE have read briefly in these
pages of how the great thinkers
through the  course of many
centuries   have  led  man   to   acquire
knowledge of the Earth on which he
lives.   Gradually man has begun to
understand  and  to  control to  some
extent the mighty forces of Nature,
making them his servant  instead of
being his master.

It has scarcely been a steady progress
and was indeed painfully slow in the
beginning. Yet in the last hundred
and fifty years this knowledge, and the
capacity to use it, has gone forward by
swift leaps and bounds. In 1800 the
hand spinning-wheel, the hand loom,
and the plough were very much the
same as they had been for many cen-
turies. The only means of travelling
were by horse-drawn vehicles and by
sailing-ship. A few inventions had
been made and the spinning-jenny and
mechanical weaving-loom were coming
into use against much opposition.

Instead of hand-power the inventors
made use of water-power, and a
clumsy steam-pump was developed
into a much more efficient steam-
engine by James Watt.

This was the beginning of the great
Industrial Revolution in Britain, and
it spread throughout the world. It
marked a new phase in the history of
man's development which had begun
with Greek culture. There had been
other civilisations before Greece, but,
as in the case of Egypt, wars came and
the conquerors destroyed something
they were unable to replace.

Yet some of the Egyptians' hard-won
knowledge passed in due time by way
of Crete to the mainland of Greece.
With the Greeks, indeed, we enter the
full light of history and know what
their great teachers believed and taught
from the written records they left. For
a long time during which the Greeks
were the leaders of the world the great
thinkers who investigated and made
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